
1 

 

 

EirGrid Group News release    
 

 

 

 

EIRGRID BOARD ANNOUNCES SELECTION OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 

 

26 July 2012 - The Board of EirGrid plc, the electricity grid and wholesale 
power market operator in Ireland and Northern Ireland, has announced the 
selection of Mr Fintan Slye as the company’s next Chief Executive, after a 
competitive recruitment and selection process. 

Mr Slye has extensive senior management experience in the electricity industry.  He 
is currently the Director of Operations at EirGrid and previously worked in Ireland 
and internationally with McKinsey and Company and ESB National Grid. 

EirGrid is the operator of the electricity transmission grid in Ireland, and the owner of 
System Operator for Northern Ireland (SONI), which operates the grid in Northern 
Ireland. The Single Electricity Market Operator (SEMO), which operates the 
wholesale electricity market across the island of Ireland is also part of the EirGrid 
Group. EirGrid has a key role in social and economic development through its role in 
putting in place modern electricity infrastructure, interconnection to other power 
systems, and a competitive wholesale power market. 

EirGrid Chairperson Bernie Gray said today: “The Board of EirGrid is very pleased to 
announce the selection of Fintan Slye as the next Chief Executive of EirGrid plc.  
Fintan has extensive experience and expertise which the Board and I are confident 
will enable him to be successful in this role.” 

“We look forward to working with Fintan in addressing the opportunities and the 
challenges which lie ahead for EirGrid. He takes up the role at a very exciting time 
for everyone at EirGrid as we continue to play a vital role in the economies of Ireland 
and Northern Ireland – developing critical infrastructure and enabling sustainable, 
competitive, secure energy for the future”. 

Fintan Slye will take over the role of Chief Executive from Dermot Byrne, who is 
retiring at the end of September.   

“The Board would like to pay particular tribute to Dermot for his enormous, and 
continuing, contribution to the progress of the company, leading it to many milestone 
achievements, over the past seven years,” added Ms Gray. 
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Editors note: 

 EirGrid is a leading energy company in Ireland and Northern Ireland, 
delivering transmission grid and wholesale market services which are vital for 
all customers in both jurisdictions. 

 EirGrid holds licences as independent electricity Transmission System 
Operator (TSO) and Market Operator (MO) in the wholesale trading system in 
Ireland, and is the owner of the System Operator Northern Ireland (SONI Ltd), 
the licenced TSO and market operator in Northern Ireland. 

 The Single Electricity Market Operator (SEMO) is part of the EirGrid Group, 
and operates the Single Electricity Market on the island of Ireland. 

 EirGrid is developing the East West Interconnector, a 500 megawatt capacity 
link between the Ireland and Great Britain electricity grids.  

 The company plays a key role in facilitating the development of renewable 
energy, through connecting wind generators. 

 EirGrid is committed to the delivery of a high quality service to all of its 
customers and stakeholders. 

 

 Fintan Slye – Brief Biographical Details 

Current Position: Director of Operations, EirGrid plc 

Fintan currently has responsibility for the operation of the power system in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland, with Control Centres and teams in Belfast and 
Dublin, ensuring security and continuity of electricity supply in realtime across 
the island. Fintan also has responsibility for managing EirGrid and SONI’s 
programme of work to facilitate the integration of world-leading levels of 
renewables on the power system. Prior to working for EirGrid, Fintan worked 
for McKinsey & Co in their Dublin office, supporting companies across Ireland, 
UK and Europe. Fintan completed a Masters in Business Administration from 
UCD in 2001 and a Masters in Engineering Science in 1993. 

 
 


